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May President’s Message 
 

 
Often times we find ourselves at a ―crossroads,‖  don’t we?  With our 
o’ so busy personal and professional lives, trying to ―keep the main 
thing – the main thing‖, can be quite difficult.  For me, there are four 
critical areas of life that I’ve always tried to keep in balance —         
my faith, my family, my health and my professional responsibilities.  
Now that is not necessarily a list in order by priority but more a list of 
my priorities!   
 
There have been only a few critical ―crossroad‖ events for me thus far…(which is 
amazing when I think about it…given my ever quick approach to 50 years of age).
….Those events include the collapse of my first marriage in 1992, the loss of a baby in 
2002, and the recent passing of my brother in law earlier this year….those events have 
shaped me on multiple levels — from breaking my heart — to sharpening my focus — 
and getting back on track in terms of setting realistic goals for myself…and frankly to 
the reminder that sometimes we have very little control to what happens to us in life. 
 
Like many of you, I have multiple volunteer activities I am involved with…not just for 
myself but for my family…I have a position which requires much of me, often beyond 
the regular 8-5 work day, penetrating into evenings and weekends….my responsibilities 
as a daughter, sister, aunt, wife, mother and yes I’ll include, housewife too, all must 
have a place…and then, of course, there is Paula herself.  When does one find time to 
take care of oneself…probably last…even as it finds its mention here as last. But it is 
really the last focus, our health, that determines whether or not we are able to do well 
with / in all of the other areas, isn’t it. For without our health, we have very little.   
 
All of these meandering thoughts are to set the stone, so to speak, that I have been in 
very challenging times over the last several months more than ever before with regard 
to trying to balance the many personal and professional responsibilities I have…and 
also realizing the toll that such busy lifestyle decisions are taking. The toll includes 
some health issues which my doctor and family believe (might I say hope) are stress 
related.  If I don’t get a handle on them, they could become even more painful and 
chronic in nature. My professional responsibilities have increased substantially and I 
must be able to meet those responsibilities effectively.   
 
So, it is with all of this in mind, that I announce I have resigned as President of EWI in 
order to better concentrate fully on my health, my family and job. I’ve spoken with my 
Executive, Michael Marsicano, and he understands and supports my decision, which 
means a great deal to me. Foundation For The Carolinas will remain an EWI member 
and we look forward to having the Chapter meeting here in June.   
 
Now for plans to continue moving EWI forward, I’ve spoken with Carolyn Summerlin as 
Nominating Chair and Advisor to the Board, and Maura Ward, VP/Treasurer and 
incoming President, about how best to fill the President’s role. I’ve notified the Board of 
my decision as well. Please look to hear from them at the May 9 meeting regarding the 
decisions to be made for a replacement. I am so grateful to each of you for your service 
to EWI and your friendship. I do hope that you will understand and support my decision.  

    
   Paula Washam  
   2011 EWI Charlotte Chapter President 
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Notice of  May 9, Meeting 

Executive Women International 

Charlotte Chapter 

ewiconnect.com 

May 2011 

   
 
 

 

George’s Brasserie 

4620 Piedmont Row Drive, Suite 110 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

(980) 219-7409 
 

Located in Piedmont Town Center                        

just West of Southpark Mall, off Fairview Road 

http://www.georgesbrasserie.com/  

Place:  George’s Brasserie 
 

Time: 

5:30—Reception 

6:00—Dinner & Program 

Speaker: Mona Johnson Gibson 
   

George’s Brasserie @  South Park 

Mona Johnson-Gibson – Executive Director 
“Simple Secrets of Happiness” 

 

Mona has been the Executive Director of the Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte 
since March 2008.  She is responsible for the overall management and administration of 
the House.  Before joining the Staff, Mona served as Director of Behavioral Health 
Development at Stanly Regional Medical Center for 10 years.  In this capacity, she 
managed, directed and developed new business for the Behavioral Health Outpatient and 
Employee Assistance Program (EAP) services for Stanly Regional.  Mona has a Master of 
Arts Degree in Guidance and Counseling, and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal 
Justice from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 
 

The mission of the Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte is to provide the families of 
children being treated in area medical facilities with a safe, affordable and caring “home 
away from home.”   

 
“We will primarily serve families in the Southeast who travel a significant distance to receive specialized 
medical care at Levine Children’s Hospital and Hemby Children’s Hospital.  The doors of the Ronald 
McDonald House of Charlotte will always be open to families from across our region and beyond.” 

http://www.georgesbrasserie.com/
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April Highlights 

On Monday, April 11, the EWI Charlotte Chapter met for its monthly meeting at Del Frisco’s at SouthPark.   
We welcomed Eleanor Ehrhart, replacement representative for TIAA-CREF. Our guest speaker was Mrs. Stacey 
Simms, co-anchor of WBT’s AM/FM morning show. Her message – Making Your Idea a Reality – highlighted the 
process of her writing and publishing a cookbook to benefit the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and was an 
inspiration to us all.  Copies of her cookbook I Can’t Cook, but I Know Someone Who Can were available for purchase 
at a reduced rate with all proceeds going to JDRF. 
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CHAPTER MEETING NOTE: 
 

Representatives:   

Please contact the Sergeant-at-Arms if you CANNOT ATTEND the monthly meetings. 

  Sustaining Members:   

Please contact the Sergeant-at-Arms if you PLAN TO ATTEND the monthly meetings. 

Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Niehous  

704.248.4070 

nniehous@theballantynehotel.com 

EWI Standing Rules state that a representative shall attend both the program and business portions of any 

regularly scheduled meeting of the Charlotte Chapter in order to be counted in attendance. All representatives 
have a standing dinner reservation and are required to pay the meeting expense fee regardless of 
attendance. 

   

  

 

 

 

Executive Women International brings together key 
individuals from diverse businesses for the purpose of: 

● Promoting Member Firms 

● Enhancing Personal and Professional  Development 

● Encouraging Community Involvement 
 

EWI
®
 is a global women’s organization with an equal focus on connections, 

careers, and community. Established in 1938, this non-profit organization has 
more than 2,100 member firms and 2,500 representatives in major cities 
throughout the United States and Canada.  EWI brings members together to 
promote member firms, to enhance personal and professional development, 
and to encourage community involvement. As a premier organization for 
networking and leadership development for today’s business professionals, 
EWI offers professional development through its Academy of Leadership, 
scholarships, online learning, and philanthropic initiatives with a focus on 
literacy.  For more information, visit ewiconnect.com. 

Our Mission: 

mailto:nniehous@theballantynehotel.com
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EWI Charlotte Chapter News 

 

64th 2011 Leadership  
 

Conference & Annual Meeting  
 

Sept. 22-24, 2011 in Minneapolis 

Fun Fact: 
 

A great place to visit in 
Minneapolis is 

 53-ft Minnehaha Falls 
on the east side of town, 

overlooking the 
Mississippi River.  

It is in one of Minneapolis’ 
oldest and most popular 

parks, attracting over 
850,000 thousand visitors 

annually.  

 

 

News from the  
Ways and Means Committee 

  

Thank you to all who participated in the 
Belk Charity Day sale. We raised $175 
which will be used to fund scholarships 
and other community outreach projects.  
Please pass on any thoughts and ideas for 
future  fundraisers to anyone on the Ways 
and Means Committee. 
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EWI Charlotte Chapter News 

  
The EWI Charlotte Chapter  

is listed on the  
Greater Enrichment Program  

website as being one of its community partners.  
Please visit  

 

http://www.gepinc.org/get-involved/community-partners/   
 

This link will take you directly  to  
the Community Partnerships page  

to see our name listed.   
EWI is proud to be in partnership  
with this wonderful organization! 

 

 

 
A Note from our Scholarship Recipient 

 
Dear Paula, 
  
I want to thank you for all the support that I received 
from the EWI organization.  It was an honor to be in 
the presence of such great women. I am inspired.  
Sorry it took so long to email you the pictures.  
  
Sincerely,   

Ada  

 
Note to our membership: 

Harris Teeter VIC  &  

Target Credit cards  

can be linked to  

the GEP program.  

If you would like  

to support this organization,  

you can connect your card on the company 
website or in the store: 

Harris Teeter VIC card to # 7715 

Target credit card to…. # 126414 

 

 

On Monday, April 11, Eleanor Ehrhart was installed as a replacement for TIAA-CREF.  
Each new representative is assigned a mentor for a period of six months to help 
transition her into the EWI Charlotte Chapter by introducing her to chapter activities and 
representatives and by answering any questions or concerns she might have. Eleanor’s 
mentor is Terri Honeycutt. We are pleased to welcome Eleanor to our chapter! 

Mentors for Newly Installed Representatives 

http://www.gepinc.org/get-involved/community-partners/
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Art Source and Design 

Ballantyne Hotel and Lodge 

Bank of America Corporation 

Central Piedmont Community College 

Charlotte Pipe and Foundry Company 

The Duke Endowment 

The Duke Mansion 

Embassy Suites 

Foundation For The Carolinas 

Harris Teeter, Inc. 

Jetpool, LLC 

McGuireWoods LLP 

Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. 

Presbyterian HealthCare/Novant Health 

R. T. Dooley Construction Company 

Ruddick Corporation 

TIAA-CREF 

UNC Charlotte 

WB Moore Company of Charlotte, Inc. 

  

Charlotte Chapter Members 
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EWI Charlotte Chapter Committees 2010-2011 

Past Presidents/Advisory 
Carolyn Summerlin, Chair 
Susan Bramlett 
Eleanor Broome 
Myrna Fourcher 
Barbara Horack 
Jane McWhorter 
Nancy Brinning 
Peggy Briscoe 
Linda Woodall 
Kathy Conklin 
Sara Evans 
Linda Hansen 
Betty Huneycutt 
Pat Viser 

Membership 
Penny Barr, Director 
Connie Engelbrecht 
Paula Washam 
Carolyn Summerlin 
Linda Nordorf 
Becky Farris 
Linda Woodall  

Program 
Terri Honeycutt, Director 
Linda Woodall 
Holly Fanella 
Brenda Meredith 
Eleanor Broome 
Sara Evans 
Connie Engelbrecht 
Ellen Zaremba 
Nancy Niehous 

Ways & Means 
Holly Fanella, Director 
Susan Bramlett 
Maura Ward 
Jennifer Buckley 
Pam Woehler 
Becky Farris 
Pat Pittman 
Jessica Browning 
Julie Layne 
Nelda Tatum 

Publications 
Juli Dwiggins, Director 
Nancy Niehous 

Nominating 
Carolyn Summerlin, Chair 
Ellen Zaremba 
Connie Engelbrecht  

Philanthropy 
Laura Chapman, Chair 
Brenda Meredith 

Courtesy 
Carolyn Summerlin, Chair 
Linda Nordorf  

Hospitality 
Nancy Niehous, Chair 
 

Budget 
Maura Ward, Chair 
Brenda Meredith 
Eleanor Broome 
Ellen Zaremba 

By-Laws 
Pam Woehler, Chair 
Jennifer Buckley 
Penny Barr 

Directory 
Paula Washam, Chair 
Beth Wilson 
 

Reading Rally 
Ellen Zaremba, Chair 
Maura Ward 
Terri Honeycutt 
Juli Dwiggins 
Becky Farris 

Annual Meeting/LCAM/Public 
Relations 
Ellen Zaremba  

Employment 
Sara Evans 
Historian 
Laura Chapman 
Invocation 
Connie Engelbrecht 
Parliamentarian 
Pat Pittman 
Registered Agent 
Laura Chapman  
 

Sergeant-at-Arms—Nancy Niehous Secretary—Sara Evans Treasurer—Maura Ward 
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Next Month’s Newsletter 
 

If you have news and information for the  
 

JUNE 2011 CONNECT, 
 

please send it as you would like  
for it to appear and send EARLY to 

 

Juli Dwiggins 
UNC Charlotte 

 

julidwiggins@uncc.edu 
 

Deadline: May 18, 2011 

From the Editor 

Would Your Firm Like to  
Host an EWI Firm Night? 

 

If your firm is interested in hosting a monthly EWI Meeting,  
please contact Terri Honeycutt at: 

 

704-969-2121 or 
THoneycutt@tde.org  

 

You will be doing the Chapter a huge favor by offering a place to meet. You do 
not have to pay for dinner, although that is also welcome. It is very difficult to 
find places to meet within our budget.  Our members are always interested in 
seeing the locations of our member firms! 

ewiconnect.com 

May 2011 

We Need Your Leads 

WANTED: Potential Members 

CONNECT 

FIRM NAME: 

Return to:  Penny Barr, Membership Director 

CONTACT:      PHONE: 

R
 U

  
  

In
te

r
e

s
te

d
?

Request from our Membership Director, Penny Barr 
 

Nancy Niehous, representative for Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge, sent an email out to people in the community who she thought 
would be good members for EWI.  Please think about sending a similar email to people/companies you think would be good 
additions to our chapter. 

  
___(Name)____, 
I am writing because a professional group I'm involved with - Executive Women International - is seeking new 
members.  Many of the members are Executive Assistants, in sales, etc and you or perhaps a colleague will be a 
perfect fit for the group.  We have a monthly meeting, and look to introduce dynamic speakers in 2011. 
  
Please let me know if our membership Chair, Ms. Penny Barr, may contact you or a colleague. Penny will be able to 
provide all necessary information and give further details about EWI's history...wonderful networking and major 
firms are represented.  
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
Best regards,  
 

Please copy Penny on all e-mails that you send out.  A couple of things to remember:  Each representative should have 
been with the firm for at least a year, and they should be good, solid firms and non-competitive firms with our other member 
firms unless approved by the competitive member firm.  

mailto:julidwiggins@uncc.edu
mailto:THoneycutt@tde.org
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Mark Your Calendars 

 
 

 

May Birthdays 

 
EWI Representatives 

  24th  Gwynn Morris, Sustaining 

  30th  Margaret Means, Sustaining 

     
EWI Executives 

  18th  John Woodlief, Ruddick Corporation 

     

May Anniversary 

   McGuireWoods LLP—1966 

   

 
Meetings 

May 2011 

  9th - EWI Charlotte Chapter & Board Meetings 

  18th - Deadline for June CONNECT 

June 2011 

  13th - EWI Charlotte Chapter & Board Meetings 

  23rd - Deadline for July CONNECT 

Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31          

       

May 2011 

Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

       

June 2011 

May 2011 

The lily of the valley is the birth flower for May.  
 It is a symbol for purity, modesty, and majesty.   

The Easter lily is also known                                            
as the symbol of the Virgin Mary. 
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Minutes of the Chapter Board Meeting 
EWI of Charlotte, NC 

EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL® 
Monday, April 11, 2011 

Call to Order: 

Board Members Present:                        Penny Barr, Membership       
Paula Washam, President                                   Juli Dwiggins, Publication          
Maura Ward, Vice President/Treasurer               Carolyn Summerlin, Advisor                        
Sara Evans, Secretary                                         Brenda Meredith, Director at Large        
Penny Barr, Membership                                             
Terri Honeycutt, Program                              Board Members Absent:  
Holly Fanella, Ways & Means   Nancy Niehous, Sergeant-at-Arms  

Time:          8:10 p.m. 
Place:         Del Frisco’s, 4725 Piedmont Row Drive, Charlotte, NC   
By whom:   Paula Washam, President  

Minutes: 

The minutes of the March 14, 2011, meeting of EWI Charlotte were approved as published in the April 2011 Chapter 
EWI Connect.     

Treasurer’s Report: 

Maura Ward, Treasurer, presented March 2011 Bills for Ratification.  General Account:  Laura Chapman, Historian 
Expenses - $24.34; Brio’s, March Meeting Dinner - $654.97; and EWI Corporate, Membership Dues - $390.00.  
Motion to approve was made by Terri Honeycutt and seconded by Penny Barr.  The Motion carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Advisory/Past Presidents/Nominating – Carolyn Summerlin 

The Advisory Committee is prepared to advise and assist the Chapter Board as needed. 

The Past Presidents’ Committee is responsible for the mentoring program for new representatives.  We currently 
have three new members in the mentoring program.  Beth Wilson’s mentor is Laura Chapman; Julie Layne’s mentor 
is Carolyn Summerlin; and Nelda Tatum’s mentor is Pat Pittman. 

 

Membership – Penny Barr  

The Membership Committee continues to make inquiries for new members.  The e-mail introduction printed in the 
Connect is a wonderful tool and we urge folks to send it to prospective members. 

Eleanor Ehrhart will be recognized as the Replacement Representative for TIAA-CREF, replacing Holly Fanella.  
She was introduced to the membership at the April 11 meeting. 

The Committee needs more leads! 

I have been in touch with Goodrich, Siemens, Compass and will continue to follow up with them.  The Committee 
continually sends color copies of the monthly Connect to potential members, as well as keeping in touch both by e-
mail and phone. 

We need everyone’s help to reach our goal of 12 new members this year.  The Webinars that are available to all of 
the employees of each of our members is a huge benefit to discuss with potential new members.  We want our 
members to have a positive experience every time they come in contact with an EWI member. 

Communications: 

EWI Connects from Corporate are sent weekly for our review. 

Roll Call: 
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Minutes of the Chapter Board Meeting 
EWI of Charlotte, NC 

EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL® 

Program – Terri Honeycutt 

The Charlotte Chapter of EWI met at Del Frisco’s on Monday evening, April 11.  Guest speaker, Mrs. Stacey Simms, 
co-anchor of WBT’s AM/FM morning show, delivered her message ―Making Your Idea a Reality.‖ Copies of her 
cookbook, I Can’t Cook, but I Know Someone Who Can, were available for purchase at a reduced price, with 
proceeds benefiting the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. 

The meeting on May 9 will be at George’s Brasserie, and Mona Johnson Gibson, Executive Director of the Ronald 
McDonald House of Charlotte, will speak on the ―Simple Secrets of Happiness.‖ 

A location for the June meeting has not been retained; however, Ms. Pam Horack, with Pathfinder Planning, will 
speak to the membership to impart a variety of ways in which women should plan for the future. 

Connie Engelbrecht and Balfour Beatty have offered their offices as location for our July Business Meeting and New 
Member Reception. The Committee seeks approval of the Board for this proposal. Additionally, the Committee 
seeks suggestion of a token gift for each of the new representatives. 

The Committee remains open to suggestions and solicits input from the membership regarding meeting locations 
and programs. 

 

Public Relations – Carolyn Summerlin  

No report. 

 

Publications – Juli Dwiggins 

On Friday, April 1, the April issue of the EWI Connect was e-mailed to members and hard copies were distributed by 
standard mail to members as requested.  All issues of the EWI Connect will be posted to the Chapter’s website 
(www.ewicharlotte.org) in the near future. 

The deadline for the May publication is Wednesday, April 20, 2011. 

Suggestions and ideas for articles from the membership are welcome and member firms are invited to submit a firm 
profile for inclusion in future publications. 

 

Ways & Means – Holly Fanella 

The Belk Charity Day Sale is Saturday April 16.  Tickets were available at the April 11 meeting. 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms – Nancy Niehous 
 

Membership Roster – April 11, 2011  Attendance –April 11, 2011 
 
19 Member Firms                  14  Member Firms 
23 Representatives    19  Representatives 
14 Sustaining Members                  2  Sustaining Members 
  0 Transitional                               0  Transitional 
  0 Honorary Members                  0  Honorary Members 
  1          Life Member                   0  Life Member 
                     1  Guests 
 
                   22  Total Attendance 
 
74% Monthly Membership Attendance (Firms Represented/Total Member Firms) 
 
Not in Attendance:  Nancy Niehouse, Jennifer Buckley, Pam Woehler, Becky Farris, Ellen Zaremba 

Committee Reports (continued): Monday, April 11, 2011 

http://www.ewicharlotte.org
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Minutes of the Chapter Board Meeting 
EWI of Charlotte, NC 

EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL® 
Monday, April 11, 2011 

No Unfinished Business to discuss. 

The next monthly EWI Charlotte Chapter meeting will be held on Monday, May 9, 2011, at George’s Brasserie, 
4620 Piedmont Row Drive, Charlotte, NC  28210.  Reception at 5:30 p.m. and Dinner at 6:00 p.m.      

The next monthly EWI Charlotte Chapter Board meeting will be held at George’s Brasserie, 4620 Piedmont Row 
Drive, Charlotte, NC  28210, following the Charlotte Chapter Meeting.      

Motion to adjourn was made by Holly Fanella and seconded by Maura Ward and at 9:13 p.m. this session of the 
EWI Charlotte Chapter Board Meeting was adjourned.  

Other Business: 

Juli Dwiggins presented each Board member with a copy of the fully executed Agreement for the Charlotte Chapter 
of Executive Women International (EWI) Endowed Scholarship at UNCC.   

Unfinished Business: 

Announcements: 

Adjournment: 

Paula Washam, President     Sara Evans, Secretary  
 

Approved:      Submitted: 


