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January Presidentõs Message 
 

Itôs a New Dawn, a New Day, and a New Year! 
 

 
First, let me say what a wonderful time we all had at the Whitehead Manor 
at our December meeting.  It proved to be an excellent location for the Past 
Presidentsô reception and for our meeting.  It was great to see all of the 
past presidents, both current and previous members, who attended that 
evening. I hope you all enjoyed viewing their scrapbooks and taking a brief 
walk down memory lane as we celebrated our 45 years of being an EWI 
Chapter.  The food, catered by Harris Teeter, was truly delicious!  Thank 
you to all who brought toys and books for the Marine Corps Toys for Tots 
Program.  We were honored to have Sgt. Christy and Cpl. Johnson as our 
guests to receive the toys.  Katherine Stefan, editor of Charlotte Taste 
magazine, was our guest speaker and I hope you will all look for the maga-
zine at your local news stands.  Thank you, Debra and Adair for putting 

together a wonder evening! 
 
Well, the New Year has arrived and we can all agree that many challenges lay before us.  
Edith Lovejoy Pierce once said, that a ñnew year is like an open book with blank pages.  It is 
up to us to put the words on the pages ourselves.  This book is called Opportunity and its first 
chapter is New Yearôs Day.ò  How will our book be written?  By the time you receive this first 
edition of EWI Connect, you should have received your invoice for membership dues for 
2009.  Our Corporate goal is to reach 440 new firms in 2008.  In October and November 
alone, corporate membership has increased by 57 firms.    Obviously, there are many firms in 
todayôs challenging economic times who see membership in EWI as an opportunity.  Whether 
it is the connectivity between businesses, the educational opportunities for their employees, 
or the community involvement that persuaded them, they have chosen to put their trust in us.   
As you process your companyôs dues for 2009, I encourage you to be prepared to share with 
your executives how you and the firm benefit from membership in the Charlotte Chapter. 
 
The Corporate office has provided several incentives as we continue to recruit members.  
Each representative who recruits a new member firm before May 31, 2009, will receive an 
EWI eco friendly shopping bag with the new EWI logo and their name will be entered into a 
drawing for a 2009 LCAM registration.   Also, each Chapter that has at least one more mem-
ber firm as of June 1, 2009, than it had on October 1, 2008, will receive a free registration for 
an EWI Online course.   Chapters who retain 95% or more of their member firms at renewal 
will receive EWI eco friendly shopping bags for each of their members.  
 
In closing, I leave you with a quote from Benjamin Franklin, ñBe at war with your vices; at 
peace with your neighbors, and let every new year find you a better man.ò  I truly believe that 
2009 is going to be a great year for the Charlotte Chapter.  Letôs fill the pages of our book 
with support for each other, happy memories, and at the end of the year, we can say, ña job 
well done.ò 
 

Lou Ann Anderson 
President, EWI Charlotte Chapter 2009  

Weôre on the web: 

http://www.ewicharlotte.org/  

CHARLOTTE CHAPTERð Chartered in 1963  

http://www.ewicharlotte.org/


2  

ewiconnect.com  

January 2009  

Highlights from the  

December 8, 2008  

 EWI Charlotte Chapter 

On Monday, December 8, 2008, the Charlotte 
Chapter of Executive Women International cele-
brated its 45th anniversary at the Whitehead 
Manor.  A brief history of our chapter can be 
found on pages 13 - 20.  December is also the 
time we recognize our past presidents and ex-
press appreciation for their leadership, as well 
as collect donations for the Toys for Tots pro-
gram sponsored by the US Marines.  The fea-
tured speaker for the evening was Katherine  
Stefan, editor and publisher of Charlotte Taste, 
who shared with us her experiences as a fe-
male business entrepreneur. 

President Lou Ann Anderson with Susan 

Bramlett sustaining member of the EWI Char-

lotte Chapter & past president of the EWI 

Indianapolis Chapter.  

Past presidents of the Charlotte Chapter 

of EWI. 

Cpl. Johnson and Sgt. Christy represent-

ing the Toys for Tots program.  

A NEW NAME AND NEW LOOK 

If the January newsletter looks a bit different, itõs be-

cause we have a new name and new logo.  One of the ini-

tiatives to emerge from the recent EWI strategic planning 

process is the branding and marketing campaign that is 

creating a new look and style that more accurately re-

flects our history, mission, values, and future direction.  

Beginning in January 2009, the EWI Pulse will be EWI Con-

nect.  Stay tuned for further updates; in coming months, 

our chapter website also will undergo a branding and 

style change. 
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