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January  Presidentôs Message 
New Yearôs Greetings!   
 

I thought I would use this monthôs report as an opportunity to thank 
everyone, especially members of the Board, past and current, for 
their dedication to EWI.  As you know we are celebrating our 47th 
year as an organization -- quite an accomplishment considering that 
so many other professional groups have come and gone during the 
same time frame.   
 

Our December meeting left me with such a feeling of prideé.we had 
35 guests, including many of our wonderful Past Presidents and 
several Executives.  Where would we be without their leadership and commitment to EWI?  
Iôd offer that there is not another organization which could still get almost half of past 
presidents to attend an eventéI was humbled to meet Nancy Brinning who served in 
1969é.what an amazing lady!  I can also share that all those I spoke to told me how much 
they loved EWI. They talked about the friendships they had -- some now lifelong -- and the 
value they thought EWI had brought to their professional responsibilities.  My goal this year 
as your President is to continue working hard to increase our membership in order to carry 
forward the legacy of those amazing ladies and their contributions.  I do hope you will join 
me in that goal.   
 

And what New Yearôs report would be complete without some sort of wish or advice??  
Rather than use some of my own, I wonder if some of you may remember Ann Landers, 
the famous columnist for Chicago Sun Times??  Her column was published nationwide and 
ran daily in our local paper.  My Dad and I used to love to read her columnséher wit and 
wisdom made in response to what seemed like mostly outlandish situations or questions 
made for great conversation in our homeé.sometimes weôd be laughing at the craziness of 
the questions of those who would write in and sometimes crying for the sadness and 
unhappiness for what those folks were going through.  Recently I came across a New 
Yearôs message to her readers she had done many years agoéé..and thought Iôd share it 
with you hereé.. 
 

ñLet this coming year be better than all the others. Vow to do some of the things 
you've always wanted to do but couldn't find the time. Call up a forgotten friend. 
Drop an old grudge, and replace it with some pleasant memories. Vow not to 
make a promise you don't think you can keep. Walk tall, and smile more. You'll 
look ten years younger. Don't be afraid to say, 'I love you'. Say it again. They are 
the sweetest words in the world.ò  Ann Landers 

 

Words of wisdom from years ago and still relevant today, donôt you think? Iôm looking 
forward to seeing you at our January meeting when weôll hear from Susan Patterson of the 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundationééé.so until then know you have my best.  I 
hope the New Year bright with hope on so many fronts will be an especially good one for 
you and all those you love.   
 

Paula 
 

PS-Just iné..an amazing contribution of $1000 to EWI by W.B. Moore and Company in 
honor of Linda Woodall.  Linda loves EWI and served in many capacities. As you may 
recall we had our September meeting at their offices and were fascinated by their efforts to 
build an entirely ñgreenò building ï and attain LEED Platinum Status ï they are one of only 
two companies in North Carolina who have accomplished such a feat!  The support of Mr. 
Billy Graves, the President of W.B. Moore and Company, for Lindaôs work for EWI has 
been amazing.   Weôll have a card for everyone to sign at our January meeting which weôll 
send to him in thanks!   

    Paula Washam 
2011 EWI Charlotte Chapter President 
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Place:  Del Friscoôs of Charlotte @ South Park 
 

Time:  

5:30ðReception  

6:00ðDinner & Program  

Susan Patterson  
Program Director, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation  
 

Susan Patterson joined Knight Foundation in July 2001.  She was director of the 
community partners program in 2005-06 and has been program director for 
communities in Georgia and South Carolina, in addition to Charlotte. She also 
works on the Knight Community Information Challenge team.  A journalist for 30 
years, Patterson is the former editor and publisher of The Union-Recorder in 
Milledgeville, Ga. She also worked for Lake Norman Magazine, The Charlotte 
Observer and The Charlotte News.   Patterson obtained a bachelorôs degree in 
communications from the University of Tennessee.    
 

Email: patterson@knightfoundation.org  
Phone: 704 -973-4566 

Notice of  January 10, Meeting 

Executive Women International 

Charlotte Chapter 
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Del Friscoôs of Charlotte 

4725 Piedmont Row Drive  

Suite 170  

Charlotte, NC 28210  

(704) 552-5502 

http://www.delfriscos.com/charlotte-map.php    

Susan Patterson will be the featured speaker at the January meeting.  

Del Friscoôs of Charlotte @  South Park 

http://www.delfriscos.com/charlotte-map.php
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CHAPTER MEETING NOTE:  
 

Representatives:    

Please contact the Sergeant-at-Arms if you CANNOT ATTEND the monthly meetings. 

  Sustaining Members:    

Please contact the Sergeant-at-Arms if you PLAN TO ATTEND the monthly meetings. 

Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Niehous  

704.248.4070 

nniehous@theballantynehotel.com 

EWI Standing Rules state that a representative shall attend both the program and business portions of any 

regularly scheduled meeting of the Charlotte Chapter in order to be counted in attendance. All representatives 
have a standing dinner reservation and are required to pay the meeting expense fee regardless of 
attendance. 

   

  

 

 

 

Executive Women International brings together key 
individuals from diverse businesses for the purpose of:  

ǒ Promoting Member Firms  

 ̔Enhancing Personal and Professional  Development  

 ̔Encouraging Community Involvement  
 

EWI
®
 is a global womenôs organization with an equal focus on connections, 

careers, and community. Established in 1938, this non-profit organization has 
more than 2,100 member firms and 2,500 representatives in major cities 
throughout the United States and Canada.  EWI brings members together to 
promote member firms, to enhance personal and professional development, 
and to encourage community involvement. As a premier organization for 
networking and leadership development for todayôs business professionals, 
EWI offers professional development through its Academy of Leadership, 
scholarships, online learning, and philanthropic initiatives with a focus on 
literacy.  For more information, visit ewiconnect.com. 

Our Mission:  

mailto:nniehous@theballantynehotel.com
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December 2010 Highlights The EWI Charlotte Chapter met on Monday, December 13, at member firm The Duke 

Mansion, where we held our recognition dinner to honor our past presidents and executives.  Nancy Harrison, EWI 
Corporate Retention and Recruitment Director and our featured speaker, explained the benefits of EWI.  December is 
also the month we collect donations for the Toys for Tots campaign sponsored by the US Marines.   
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Christmas Card from the children at  
 

Ashley Park Elementary School , Reading Rally, November 12  

Letters to our Charlotte EWI Chapter  

 

FROM: Barbara ZQ Horack, Charlotte Pipe  
 
 

Paula, let me thank you for the lovely Past Presidents/Executive/Toys for Tots event at 
The Duke Mansion Monday evening. You are personally doing a stellar job in your 
leadership role ï DM is a lovely venue ï gratifying to see the presence of execs ï and it is 
always really neat for the past presidents to come together as guests of the chapter at this 
joyful time of year.  
 

Thanks to you and your support group for continuing these traditions in fine style.  
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