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December  Presidentôs Message 
Happy Birthday Charlotte Chapter of EWI!  Yes, happy birthday!  Did 
you know it was 47 years ago this month that our Chapter was 
chartered?   
 

Letôs seeéthe year was 1963 --- history reports a young Harvey 
Gantt (Former Mayor of Charlotte) enters Clemson University in 
South Carolina, the first African American to do so in the last U.S. 
state to hold out against racial integration; our wonderful Lake 
Norman was created by Duke Energy; Martin Luther King, Jr. 
delivers his I Have A Dream speech on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial to an audience of at least 250,000; President John F. Kennedy was shot and 

killed in November; the smiley face ƽis thought to have been invented; and for 

Beatlemania lovers, I Want to Hold Your Hand and I Saw Her Standing There are released 

in the US, ... and your current Chapter President was only 1 month old!ƽ A challenging, 

yet awesome time in the history of our country and in our community.   
 

Special thanks to charter members, Bank of America and Piedmont Natural Gas, who 
supported their representatives and stepped out to lead in the creation of our Chapter.  
These two firms continue to be on the forefront of business and civic initiatives in our 
community and we are most grateful to have them standing firm with us today.   
 

I do hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and were able to find time to spend with 
friends and familyééé.and as the New Year approaches, know that you all are in my 
thoughts and prayers.  2011 will be a great year for our Chapter.  Hard work is under way 
by our Programming and Membership committees.  I know we will meet our goals for 
exciting and innovative speakers, and with everyoneôs help we will meet our membership 
goal of adding 12 new firms this year.   
 

I sincerely hope this message finds all of you well and full of the Holiday Spirit, be it 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or just the celebration of another year and the promise of 
the new year. Although written as a Christmas poem, this little gem seems to me to be 
more of an 'All Purpose' holiday message.  I hope you will enjoy it as much as I did. 
 

It's Christmas Time Again (by Bob Lazzar-Atwood) 
 

 
 
 

Thanks to each and every one of you, may the coming year be one in which you find joy, 
contentment, good health, and all things that make life so grand.   

 

All the best always!       Paula Washam 
2011 EWI Charlotte Chapter President 
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Don't let angry feelings taint 
The precious time you have to spend, 
And allow yourself some happiness 
It's Christmas time again. 
Like some cool refreshing water 
Or a gentle summer breeze, 
Like a fresh bouquet of flowers, 
Or the smell of autumn leaves, 
It's a banquet for the spirit 
Filled with family, food, and friends, 
So allow yourself some happiness 
It's Christmas time again. 

Put your problems on probation 
Run your troubles off the track, 
Throw your worries out the window 
Get the monkeys off your back. 
Silence all your critics 
With your conscience make amends, 
And allow yourself some happiness 
It's Christmas time again. 
Call a truce with those who bother you 
Let all the fighting cease, 
Give your differences a breather 
And declare a time of peace, 
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Place:  The Duke Mansion  
 

Time:  

5:30ðReception  

6:00ðDinner & Program  

 

Nancy Harrison , EWI Corporate Retention and Recruitment 
Director and member of the Chattanooga Chapter, will be our featured 
speaker at the December meeting. Nancyôs presentation, Executive 
Women International is 3 Times The Value, will focus on the 
topics that EWI is the ultimate one stop shop and a three for one value. 
In just one night a month, EWI provides networking like the Chamber; 
professional development like Toastmasters; and community 
involvement like Habitat for Humanity. Please join us as we discover 
why EWI is the best Return on Investment in the Charlotte business 
community.  

Notice of  December 13, Meeting 

Executive Women International 

Charlotte Chapter 

ewiconnect.com  
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400 Hermitage Road 

Charlotte, NC 28207 

704-714-4400 

www.dukemansion.com 

Directions on page 3  
The Duke Mansion Showcase on page 4  

 

Recognition Dinner to Honor our past 

Presidents and Executives  

http://www.dukemansion.com/
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Driving Directions to The Duke Mansion  

Driving Directions to:  
 
The Duke Mansion  
400 Hermitage Road  
Charlotte, NC 28207  
704-714-4400 
 
FROM I-77 NORTH 

1. Take Exit 9B (John Belk Freeway)  

    to Exit 2A for Third Street  

1. Turn Right at the bottom of the ramp  

onto Third Street/Fourth Street  

2. Go five stoplights (Third Street becomes Providence Road)  

3. After the fifth stoplight, turn Right on Ardsley Road (across from Panera Bread) 

4. At the stop sign turn Right onto Hermitage Road  

5. Enter the SECOND driveway on the left, through a pair of brick columns and wrought iron gate  

 
From I -77 South  
1. Take Exit 11A - the Brookshire Freeway toward Downtown  

2. Follow the Brookshire Freeway until it becomes the John Belk Freeway  

3. Exit 2A for Third/Fourth Street  

4. Make a Left U-Turn at the light at the end of the ramp  

5. Turn Left at the next light onto Third Street  

6. Go six stoplights (Third Street becomes Providence Road)  

7. After the fifth stoplight, turn Right on Ardsley Road (across from Panera Bread) 

8. At the stop sign turn Right onto Hermitage Road  

9. Enter the SECOND driveway on the left, through a pair of brick columns and 

wrought iron gate  

 

FROM I-85 NORTH 

1. Take Exit 36 to Brookshire Blvd.  
2. Follow it until it becomes the John Belk Freeway  

3. Then follow I-77 South directions beginning with the turn onto Exit 2A (above)  
FROM I-85 SOUTH 

1. Take Exit 38 to I-77 South towards Columbia  

2. Take Exit 11A - the Brookshire Freeway toward Downtown  

3. Then follow I-77 South directions beginning with the turn onto Exit 2A (above)  

 
Parking Instructions:  
 

Valet parking will be provided once all parking spaces are occupied. 
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      Member Firm Showcase 

The Duke Mansion 
Interesting Facts:  
 

The Duke Mansion was built in 1915 and was originally just one wing of the current house. 

In 1919 James Buchanan Duke (known as Buck Duke) tripled its size to a total of 32,000 square feet. 

When Mr. Duke and his family were in residence in Charlotte, the grocery bill ran $1,500 a month - in 1924! 

Buck Dukeôs ñWonder Fountainò shot fumes of water 150 feet into the air.  The water for the fountain was piped in 
from the Catawba River.  Fountain View, a street off of East Boulevard, got its name because the top of Mr. Dukeôs 
fountain could be seen from there.  
In 1940 Frances Ann Cannon, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Cannon, married novelist John Hersey at The Duke 
Mansion.  In attendance was Miss Cannonôs former beau ï none other than the young John F. Kennedy.   
Today, The Duke Mansion is owned and operated as a nonprofit with all of the proceeds being used to preserve and 

protect this historic treasure.  The beautiful pictures below are from Luster Studios.  


